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Busy Weekend For the Senate 

Going in to the weekend, the Senate was left in an uncertain   
position. At about 5pm EST on Friday night, it seemed as though 
the Senate was going to adjourn, and take up the remaining votes 
on Monday morning. However, due to pressure from both sides, 
the Senate was forced to remain on the Hill Saturday, and      
complete a marathon of votes.  

Friday evening resulted in an onslaught of votes to take place on 
Saturday. A deal had been struck for convene the Senate Friday 
until Monday, however the deal was objected by Senators Lee 
and Cruz. Objections were raised in regards to the President’s 
immigration plan, among other grievances the Senators held 
against the CROmnibus.  

With the objections, the Senate was forced to be in session on 
Saturday, and in a clear retribution to the objections, Senator  
Harry Reid decided to use the time constructively, and to pass a 
myriad of nominations.  

Harry Reid stated, “We shouldn’t waste time.” Votes were held on 
Presidential nominations that the Republicans had been blocking 
up until that point.  

After hours of procedural votes, the Senate was able to come to 
an agreement to pass the nominations by voice vote, speeding up 
the process considerably.  

After 9 hours of votes, Senators were turning to alternative means 
of entertainment. Reports were that Republican Senators were 
enjoying Chick-fil-A in their Cloakroom, while a small group of 
Democratic Senators took to singing Christmas carols to pass the 
time.  

The $1.1 Trillion dollar bill, which funds the government through 
the end of the fiscal year in September, was passed at 9:50pm on 
Saturday night. The vote tally ended up as 56 yeas and 40 nays, 
with 4 Senators not voting.  

Although the CROmnibus funds a majority of the government 
through the end of the fiscal year, it only allows for funding of the 
Department of Homeland Security through the end of February, at 
which point the President will need to face off against the         
Republicans yet again on immigration.  

Although the CROmnibus has been passed, Majority Leader Reid 
and Minority Leader McConnell, must still come together and work 
of scheduling votes on the Tax-Extenders bill, TRIA, and a couple 
of remaining nominations, including for the Surgeon General.  

Many in DC are saying that this lame-duck session has not been 
favorable to Senator McConnell who is presumed to be the       
Majority leader in the upcoming Congress.  
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Democratic Senators singing carols in the Capitol to pass 

the time, photo comes from Senator Booker’s Instagram 

Last Bits Before The 114th Congress 

The Senate convened today, Monday December 15th, 

at 10:00 for executive session to consider Presidential 

nominations, as well as the Tax extenders bill, which is 

a one year extension of expired tax breaks, H.R. 5771.  

The Senate hopes to be finished with votes by Tuesday 

night, at which point both chambers will be in recess 

until January, 2015.  


